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OUTLINE OF 

PAUL ’S EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS 

I. INTRODUCTION: 1:1–17 

 

A. 1:1–7: Paul to the Romans (Sender and Addressee) 

B. 1:8–15: Paul’s Plan to Come to Rome 

C. 1:16–17: The Gospel Is the Power of God for Salvation 

II. PAUL’S GOSPEL: 1:18–8:39 

 

A. 1:18–3:20: The Wrath of God Is Revealed against All the Unrighteousness of Humanity 

i. 1:18–32: Humanity Suppresses the Knowledge of God 

a. 1:18–20: God’s Invisible Attributes Are Clearly Perceived 

b. 1:21–25: Humanity Exchanged the Glory of the Creator for the Creature 

c. 1:26–32: God Gave Humanity over to That Which Is Contrary to Nature 

ii. 2:1–11: No One Will Escape Judgement 

iii. 2:12–16: God Will Judge the Gentiles, Who Have God’s Law Written on Their Hearts 

but Do Not Keep The Law 

iv. 2:17–3:4: God Will Judge the Jews, Who Have The Law Yet Break The Law 

a. 2:17–24: The Jews Dishonor God by Breaking the Law 

b. 2:25–3:4: Circumcision Is Invalid for the One Who Breaks the Law 

v. 3:5–20: The Whole World is Accountable to God 

B. 3:21–31: The Righteousness of God is Revealed in the Redemption That Is in Christ Jesus 

i. 3:21–26: Justification in the Cross 

ii. 3:27–31: Our Boasting Is Excluded 

C. 4:1–25: An Example from the Life of Abraham 

i. 4:1–12: Abraham’s Faith Was Accounted to Him as Righteousness before Circumcision 

ii. 4:13–25: The Promise Comes by Faith and Not the Law 

D. 5:1–21: No Longer in Adam but in Christ 

i. 5:1–11: The Outworking of Justification 

ii. 5:12–21: The Law of Sin and Death in Adam and Christ’s Revolution 
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E. 6:1–7:6: Dead to the Law of Sin and Death but Alive to the Law of the Spirit of Life 

in Christ Jesus 

i. 6:1–11: Identifying with Christ in His Death and Resurrection 

ii. 6:12–23: Presenting Our Bodies as Slaves to Righteousness 

iii. 7:1–6: Dead to the Law and Therefore Free from the Law 

F. 7:7–25: The Law Is Not Sin but Holy 

i. 7:7–16: Our Consciences Demonstrate That the Law is Good 

ii. 7:17–25: Sin Resides in Our Sinful Nature 

G. 8:1–39: Life in the Spirit 

i. 8:1–11: The Holy Spirit Animates the Life of the Christian 

ii. 8:12–39: The Future Glory That Will Be for Those Who Are Christ’s 

III. THE SALVATION OF THE JEWS: 9:1–11:36 

 

A. 9:1–5: Paul’s Earnest Desire for the Salvation of the Jews 

B. 9:6–29: The Promise Has Always Come through Election and not Ancestry 

C. 9:30–10:21: Righteousness Comes by Faith to Jews and Gentiles Alike 

D. 11:1–24: The Sternness and Kindness of God toward Jews and Gentiles  

E. 11:25–36: All Israel Will Be Saved 

IV. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE: 12:1–15:13 

 

A. 12:1–13:14: Guidelines for the Christian Life 

i. 12:1–2: Conclusion of Paul’s Gospel: Do Not Conform But Be Transformed 

ii. 12:3–16: Exhortation to Humility 

iii. 12:17–13:10: Leave Final Justice in the Hands of God 

iv. 13:11–14: A Call to Dress in the Righteousness of Christ 

B. 14:1–15:7: The Case of the Weak and the Strong 

C. 15:8–13: God Promised All along to Bless the Gentiles 

V. CONCLUSION: 15:14–16:27 

 

A. 15:14–33: Paul’s Ambition to Travel to Spain 

B. 16:1–23: Greetings to Paul’s Friends in Rome 

C. 16:25–27: Benediction 


