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Mobilizing for the uturc

TheSecond Vatican Counctl (1962 65; .l1ul t!u
LausanneCongress 011 World Fv,lIlgell::.lt/oll (19-1)

~turningpoints could be identified in the history of Christian spirituality, renewed apple-
dationfor the person and work of the Holy Spirit would certainly qualify as such a tumlng
pointinthe recent past. Pentecostal and charismatic movements have led the wayln this

recovery,but fresh attention to the Spirit's quickening, sustaining. guldlng,COnvlctlng. and
nurturingwork now appears prominently in almost all Christian tradluons. Much of the

new churchmusic featuring the Holy Spirit has taken the shape of songs and choruseS.
Buttherehave also been notable new hymns. One of the best of these hymns was wntten
fortheuseof Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship in canada and the UMed States.llS author
was E.Margaret Clarkson (1915-2008), probably the most accomplished hymn wTller
inCanadianhistory. For most of her life she was a music teacher in Toronto elementary
schools.Her hymn, "We come, 0 Christ,to you; was penned in 1946 for InterVarsllY's

firstmissionaryconference. This meeting took place in Toronto. but the conference soon
be<.me afixture at the University of Illinois (Urbana). Her great hymn on the Holy Spin"
fromwhich these two verses are taken, was written In 1959 and revised slightly In 1984

ltlsusually sung to the stirring tune Blaenwern.

Foryour gift of God the Spirit,
power to make our lives anew,
pledge of iife and hope of glory. 287
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SaVlOJ. we would worship you.

Crowning 91ft of resurrection

sent rrom your ascended throne;
fullness of the very Godhead

come to make your life our own ....

He.lhe mighty God. indwells us;

his to strengthen, help, empower;
his to overcome the Tempter-

ours to call in danger's hour.
In his strength we dare to battle
an the ragIng hosts of sin,
and by him alone we conquer

foes wllhout and foes within.'

• t

D",dopmenr of rhe last half century within all strands of world
hn narury have moved as rapidly as at almost any other time In
hl'ro'), nd they have taken place against the backdrop of mo-

mentou h"ng on rhe world ar large. These changes include unprecedented
rh on vorld population (1.6 billion in 1900,3.7 billion in 1970, almost?

.,lIllOn In 2010 The mcrea ing concentration of the world's population in
101m n cure like Shanghai, Lagos, Mexico City, and many more has sig-
PI nlll hera! the hape of world civilization. Cataclysmic events of many

h \ al o occurred with seemingly cascading frequency: the dramatic
(l:uru an ommuni t regimes; the rise of China, India, and Brazil

\\ rid 0110011\: powers; ong ing strife in the Middle East; earthquakes,
U1Un\l • drought . and A ods affecring hundreds of thousands; spasms of
p lun nd outbreak of democracy; devastating warfare in the Congo,

R" nd t udan, .;tndel ewhere; financial booms and deep recessions; and in-
m ~u n nJ nut·mlgratlon On a grander scale than ever before in human

t r.. \n thcr momenrou change of the modern era is that information
UI lIch .itlllli ant matter (as well as about innumerable matters of
or no on qucnc ar all) now Aies around the planet with a speed un-
.rul-I co earl'er gen rations.

Inch nllJ r of u h world tumults, the history of the Christian churches has
n Ihon hUI pl.l id, The collapse of the Soviet Union ushered in a new

, Cl.lrlt n, "'For 'our Gift of God the Spirit," The Worshiping Church (Carol
II... _ • eo. 285.
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dayforall Eastern churches and, by exten ion, for the relation hlp ""t" n
Orthodoxchurches and the societies in which thcy 01 t. 11,c older Prot tanl
dmrchesstemmingfrom the Reformation era have expericn .I rrong rc\ rv I
;nmanyEutOpean counnie , some expansion III 'elected I'art of th . 1.llum
World,and a mixed record in North America. A, de cribed III ch.'pt r 12, It
hasalso been a revolutionary era for new independent hn't1J.o movement .
ltisfairto say,however, that the mo t srriking recent .hn 1I.,n dev .loprn nt

ha"takenplace among Roman arh lies and the "rand of Prete 13n! and
protestant·related churches that are described with words like C\anll Ii al,
Pentecostal,independent, or sectarian. The enumeranonv by Da\ id B.lrr'C'({9
Tndd]ohnson,and their colleagues give s me indicarion of the dynarni m at
workinthese world Christian traditions. They track the number of ,dcnlln.lhl
Catholicsas growing from around 665 million in 19"0 to 1.16 bIllIon in 2011.
Theircategories for evangelicals and Pente osral - han m.HI ,. coch n •
maticsoverlap (and as defined by these researcher, al o mclude orne Rum.'"
Catholics),bur the scale of increa e for each of th e sector I mkln\t. for
evangelicalsIrorn approximately 100 million worldwIde III 19"0 to al'pm I-

mately270million in 2011, and for Pentecostal - h"ismatic,- 'e""han mat"
fromapproximately 70 million in 1970 ro over 600 milhon III 2011.'

Attempting to define turning points for these rwo grcat sector of conrcm-
poraryworld Christianity is easy for one but dtffi ult for the other. Alihough
Catholicismis much more internally diver>e and atholi arc much mar
attunedto local cultures than outsider often realize, the atholic ehu«h "
stillone connected organization-in fact, the olde t and largest org.,nllallo

n

intheworld. Evangelical, Pentecostal, and independent Prote t.lnt\, b on
trlSt,are anything but organized. It i ,theref re, on\)' natural to vIC" thc
SecondVatican Council, a conclave for world 3thohci<Ol1l functlomng 3' ..\1'\

. . .., t athOllc hI tor. 0 "'Ilk
orgamzatlon, as the key turmng pOlllt 1n reeen

h
. f h I· 1 PentCCO tal.,ndcncndcnr

event as occupied the same place or r e evange lea - .. f-

cohort.But the Lausanne Congres n World Evallgelt'JlIO
n

wa one of thc
. 'd m f leadcr dr.l",n from
Signaloccasions in the recent pasr when a WI e peerru h h
h
. .I d' 'ficant bu"ocs. \thaui'- )

t lSSectorgathered together and con ucte slgnl , . II I h

h .I
. s nor .111ex3d par.l c: to t t:

t e nature of the groupS involve ,Lau anne \V3 . - ~f 1.1aO show why It" Ull 0 lIltt
SecondVatican Council fqsus 00 the coogre s c t 1._ h, .' ld hn,u3n hl~tory. n lOut

also represented a significant turning pOlllr 10 waf ~ ~urC'. d' cctionS and, 111 me me '
casesthe meetings shone a spotlight on new lr. rho e new dlr cr'on~.
contributed themselves to shaping the move In

"Staru~ uf G1oh.11Ml~ lOn.
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arican Council

TIle: . nod ancan ouncil, which met in four separate sessions from Octo-
r 11. 1%2. '0 December 8, 1965, opened a new era for the Roman Catholic

( hurch, It decrsrvely changed the trajectory of the world's oldest and most
numerou hri nan communion but changed it in ways that continue to be
h .1) contested long after the council came to an end.

l- "I, in h. 'enure a pope on January 25, 1959, John XXlll announced
hI uucnnon ro call for a council. The elderly pontiff, who had served rhe
II. hop of Venice before being called to the papal office, was at first viewed
A a placeholder, The long tenures of his ptedecessors, Pius XIl (1939-58)
nd Pill I (1922- 9) had wirnessed worldwide warfare, the Great De-
pre ton. the unfolding of the Cold War, the rapid secularization of much
(\\ r rn ocicry, and the beginnings of decolonization in the Majority
\\orld. Ianv observers thought that by electing a septuagenarian bishop
rh hurch w uld be given a few years of respire. Instead, John XXIll acted
almo t rmmcdiareiy to call a council that he described as an opportuniry to
·upJ.lle· ehc church and address "the spiritual needs of the present day.'"
tcr, In hi Offi~I.11 summoning of the council, promulgated in December

I I, rhe pope repeated his de ire thar it would "give the Church the pos-
b.la" '0 conrrrbure more efficaciously to the solution of the problems of

the:' m ern 3).tC ." '

It unfolded, the council witnessed a full share of intrigue, suspense,
marne bnrcr controversy Some Catholic conservatives hoped that it
re.lffirm the krnd of top-down papal supremacy that had characterized
fCC of rbe I'",r Vatican ouncil of 1869-70. Some radicals wanted the

u h In COl~r.1 c progres ive movements of social renewal and theological
mod tn. m. Bu. most of the approximately 2,300 cardinals, archbishops,
nd h. hop who made up the council proper, along with a small army of
.h I ~I ~d\. or and Invited guests, did not want changes inspired by

IU n on nher the extreme Right or the extreme Left. They hoped that
nc,:",ual') tcp could be taken to preserve the church's traditions while

r .dlU tmenrs to the modern world.
In • tc n offi ·,al do umenrs produced by the council included four

I litton" on th chur h, divine revelation, the sacred liturgy, and the
hu h 1" ch modern world), nine "decrees" (on subjects like ecumenism,
rhe rr IIlIng nd hfe f pn StS, and the functions of the laity), and three

Nan C1Uw-rrc AI~ngo. A Brr~r History of Vatican II (Maryknoll, NY: Orhis,

1, J. cd., rbf' OoCJlm~nts of Vatican /l (New York: Guild Press, 1966),705.
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Althoughthe ~atholic Church has become even more intematlonal Since the ea"ty 1960s. thiS photo
Iromthe opening of the Second Vatican Council In \962 Illustrates the growu"Ig Importance of non-
Westernleadersin the church.

"declarations" (on Christian education, relari nships with non- .hri UJn

religions,and religious freedom). Compared ro the mood of the For't 311,,~n
Council, the tone of these documents was much more con iliarorv to non-
RomanCatholics, especially the Eastern Orthod x churches- on: .lthohe
Christians, the council affirmed, were also "in some r 31wa •... jOlllcd wuh

usin the Holy Spirit."!
Sophisticated Bible study informed much of the council' debare- but ,0

-\;'alsodid sophisticated reliance on church tradition. As an Ind,catlon of the
manyhands that contributed to its formulations, the counc,l re~ffirmed ~
highdoctrine of papal authority but also spoke extensIvely of the need f r
bishopsto act collegially in guiding rhe church and also called upon the I~,ry

to become more active in all phases of the church's life.
From the perspective of long-standing Protesrant Mhohc controve"i"'.

the council seemed to be moving Catholicism away from time-rested "and-
offsroward an opening for productive dialogue. From a Prorestant angle. tt

looked like the church was "changing." CathOlics. for whom a fixed ideal of

I
. . I .' .' oke more of "c1,,,f)'II1°" or

eccesiasnca corrtrnuttv remaJns tmportant, sp .. e

"developing" earlier Catholic positions.

5. Ibid., 34.
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the ministerial or hierarchical priesthood
are nonetheless interrelated. Eachof them
in its own special way is a participation in
the one priesthood of Christ. The minis-
terial priest, by the sacred power he en-
joys, molds and rules the priestly people.
Acting in the person of Christ, he brings
about the Eucharistic Sacrifice, and offers
it to God in the name of the people. For
their part, the faithful join in the offering
of the Eucharist by virtue of their royal
priesthood. They likewise exercise that
priesthood by receiving the sacraments,
by prayer and thanksgiving, by the wit-
ness of a holy life, and by self-denial and
active charity.'

The Second Vatican Council

FlOmOft VtJbum (Dogmatic Constitution
on DMM Revelat,on)

(11~e ex.st• close connection and
CornrnuneatlOO between sacred tradition
0Ind wotd SCnpture. For both of them.
flowing from me Slime divine wellspring,
In • CC!'fU n way merge into a unity and
Itnd I ard the same end. For sacred
ScrIpture is lhe word of God inasmuch

II k consigned to writing under the
'"'Ptr tton of the divine Spirit. To the
suet socs of the apostles. sacred rradi-
Uon hMcb on In Its full punty God's word,
whkh '"'IS entrusted to the apostles by

I t~ Lord and the Holy Spirit Thus,
Itrd by the hght of the Spirit of truth,
• successors can In their preaching
prfWfW the WOld of God faithfully, ex-
pU.n and rna Itmore widely known.
C~Uy.lt is not "om sacred Scrip-
I kww m.t theChurch draws her cer-

I about fWfythnlQ which has been..,_1ocI ~. both sacred tradition

and ucred scnpture .re to be accepted
and It'd with the same sense of

JOn and r~fffKe.

flOm I.umtn Gtn"um (Dogmatic Consti-
'utlOn on ,,... Church)

Though they dlff~from one another
SIfftC and not only In degr~. the

common PI thood of the faithful and

From Dignitatis Humanae (Declaration
on Religious Freedom)

This Vatican Synod declares that the
human person has a right to religious free-
dom. This freedom means that allmen are
to be immune from coercion on the part
of individuals or of social groups and of
any human power, in such wise that in
matters religious no one is to be forced
to act in a manner contrary to his own
beliefs .... The Synod further declares
that the right to religious freedom has
its foundation in the very dignity of the
human person, as this dignity is known
through the revealed Word of God and
by reason itself.'

Abboo..SJ. tel JMOorcummuofVoriconII (NewYorlcGuild Press,1966),117.
l?......""

m
the re1

r Jchn J. the key tea hings of the council were indisputably signifi·
.nJ •. ted by the quotan ns in the sidebar above, the council redefined
u n hip of .riprure and tradition, not as two separate sources, but
mrlc C pre I n of revelation from God. It also affirmed that the



..
)econdVatican Council (1962--65) and Lausanne Ccngres (197.04) 29\

Catholiclaity took their full parr in rhe church as "the J'<: pic of ,<><i." A
mostpractical outcome of this empha is was the provi I n rh.u . I" could
be saidin vernacular languages. 1:hl:Ailtid between pe ple and pnc I th.lt
bad-heell..S.U5rainedby preserving the Mass in ann gave wa ' almo" immc-
~ as the council's grand principles filtered down to 1000al1"'" he . In
reversalof much Catholic tradition, the council al 0 affirm d that rcligiou
freedomwas a basic human right. This decision, which benefit d from thc
positiveexperience of Catholics in the nited tares, proclaimed ,lut Ire
exerciseof religion should be enjoyed by everyone, regardle of the rehgwn.
Theaffirmationwould provide significant upport for th lie m ommum t
lands.Ir also began a process in Italy, Spain, and much of Lann mcrica 10

loosenthe strong establishmentarian unions of arhoh Church and censer-
vativeregime that had long existed in those areas.

Inthewake of the council, Roman Catholicism could n r remain the amc,
Theferment of Varican II stimulated a profusiou of acholic spe lal'lnt rc t
groups-charismatic, socially active, modernist, brblical, on erv..auve, ccu-
menical,and more. In fact, one of the enduring feacures of the arholic hurch
sincethe 1960s has been the intense debate over ju r whar the c un ,I "",II
intended.Merely to sample opinion is to note the wide range: of condu Ion

onwhatthe council was and accomplished.
ALutheran, George Lindbeck, was impre sed wirh how far Vall an II

movedthe Catholic Church away from earlier habits: "All rh major docu-
I mentshave clearly abandoned rhe cia sical framework of thought wrth It
~ triumphalisr and authoritarian view of the church, mdlYlduah nc nouon

ofworship and religious experience, and inteHectuah:,ric concept of rcve-
lation., , .They display a unity which ... con ticures a ;pher of theologJ<al

d
' " hi h i h I and definably dIfferent from
iscourse and eonceptuallzatlon W rc IS s arp Y ~
thatwhich has prevailed in Roman Carholic magisreria.1 teaehlIlF- ever III e
theMiddle Ages." An evangelical, David Wells, immedlarely recOg~t1Led the

, . rs' rhe church\' altered
need for non-Catholics to recahbrate their assessmen ., , 1 I' 01 the relation of the nacu-
pOsitionson matters as "fundamenta as reve atl I, d I

I d h
d . s of rhe hllrch an pap.,

ra and supematural salvation an t e octnne . f h I. ' .' f P otestant analyMS 0 at 0 ac
authotlly has rendered the vast majority 0 r f om thed . .' I red even more am r
oetrme obsolete."7 An OpinIon t ,at mane. h' 1978 be ame

P I
, ' ' K 01 WOlryla, w 0 In

o Ish bishop and council partiCipant, ar

PopeJohn Paul n.
atholie Theology: VatIcan lI--CatJI>,st (Qr

6.George A. Lindbeck, The Future of Roman C
Change (Philadelphia:Fortress. 1970), 116-17. GIL' InterVarSlry, 1972), t 17.
1.DavidF. Wells,Revolution in Rome (Downers rOve, .
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The (.OUI1\.11 uutltned the type of ~~
modern hn nan, and the im.Q.!ementation of the Council consists first and
r ""roo t In ennchmg that (;'irh .... [quoti~rom co~il documents] "Only
the h~Ju of Ianh ,lilameduarion on the Word of God can enable us to find
C'\ ,+'en:- and alway the God 'in whom we live and exist' (Acts 17:28); only
rbu ,10" seek hi Will in everything, see Christ in all men, acquaintance or
tr ncr. make (lund Judgments on the true meaning and value of temporal
Ilu both In themselves and in relation to man's end. »8

ln the rour:hl) half enrury ince the close of the council, debate has con-
unued ~ 10whar the con lave signified and what it promoted. For almost any
t I"'ant development 10 recent arholic history voices have been raised, often
ntltt;tmg \'01(;· t (0 explain how the particular matter related to "the spirit of
II an II." 0,.1Larin American liberation theology express or betray the spirit

of rhe coun ,I?~' hat abour Pope Paul VI's encyclical against modern forms
of birth ontrol (HII",,,"at' Yitae, 1968)' The sex scandals that have infected
m n r on' The burgeoning of Catholic populations in Africa and parts
of ,a' The mcrca ed number of bi hops and cardinals from the Majority

rld' The decline of \"0 arion for priests and nuns in the Western world,
I'h dn .. ", rranvc tries of Pope John Paul II (1978-2005) and his snccessor
Hcned, I VI (2005 ,who as Joseph Ratzinger had been an influential rheo-
I I dvteor at the council?
On the ItrtlunJ, change affecting the laity, like allowing Mass in the vet-
ular IInJ ocuvmg parish devotional life on the Eucharist, were implemented

1m r rmmed, Iell' The merican historian Colleen McDannell has provided
n bird"· C' a ,"OUIH when he described what happened in her parents'

r rea p.1n h. In rh early 1970s, "the Dominicans came .. _and gave
r 1 ••• on "'''local approache to spirituality in light of Vatican II. These

1 retf('. I 'R: de 'ltned to help Catholics personalize their relationship to
JJluC1n to pro\,l(jmg the more usual instructions on the sacraments

nd ,h omm.mdrnenrv." lcDannell's mother joined the volunteers who
.Irh und.,,· epl tie passage during Mass, which had always been a task
n tt r men. 'J rc\ulr, sh "now spent rime rehearsing the weekly textS,

1 In m .1Il( th.u he looked mOre closely at what was actually written in

II,N. Tlll' on I)"one ex.,mple of the multitude of practical changes that
rrcd '" manl ,anallon throughout almost all parts of the Catholic world.

I}Lt U,1rr juhn PJuill •SOltrus of Renewal: The Implementation of Vaticallll,
I ~n IT no , Harper &[ Row, 1980 (orig. 197211,420-21. .

.umcU. I"~ pmt of VatJCtln /I: A History of Catholic Reform ill America
1\00 liH 1 • 162, 1 I.
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ForCatholictheology, the council brought conrrasring style\' and cmph. '
inradearer distinction. Most early account of the coun il d nbed a rrugglc
where"conservatives" vied with "progressives" for control of the church. In
(hisview)conservatives defended scholastic Thornism, pictured the church
asunchangeable, condemned contemporary culture, and defined ccurncru m
asother Christian groups returning to Rome. Progressive advocated nco- or
mystical-Thomism, embraced the possibility of beneficial historical develop-
menr, sought dialogue with contemporary ulrure, and defined CUlmen! m
asgenuinedialogue with other Chri tians a well a rcpresentanvc of other
religions,In this bipolar view the progressives were perceived a g,,,nll1g rhc
upperhand, which meant a serious loss of influence for the Roman CU(I;l and It

effortto retain the letter of Pope Pius IX's actions at the first Vatican Council.
The reality that has become more apparent since the dose of the councrl ,

thatthe so-called progressive party wa actually made up of two quuc dl tll1 I

groups." One did indeed resemble Protestant liberalism 111 eeking to move
Catholicstoward a subjective rheology that tressed general religious c 'pen-
ence and to define the church's main mission 3S combat agarnst ocial mju nee,
Burthe other party, which flew under the radar for a decade or more, wa nOI
modernist. It was more like a Catholic parallel to Prore rant neoorthodo l,
Thus,the internal debates at the council actually Involved three: contenders:
traditionalists, modernists, and this third group that reprc!locn[cd 3 p0!loltlOn
thathad been anticipated in the nineteenth cenrury by John I Icnry .ardrnal
Newman,Newman had combined reliance on the early church father with.
belief that historical change could purify or clarify ancienr church rradinon ,
This third party was represenred at the council by bishops and theological

observerswhose views resembled those of Henri de Lubac, a French Je uu
whohad long promoted a "return to rhe ource " (ressOllrcemellt) of the ana
cienrfathers and Scripture as a key to church renewal. De Lubac had found
himself at odds with church rraditionalists for much of hIS career-he au\'~

f h
"d the early church Father», anuo ow he had emphasized SCrIpture, rawn on

, , " fie work of 11'01113> Aqui-
usedhistorical study to enhance appreciation 0 t 1 f h.' ining ground, A rer t c
nas. By the early 19605 this general Viewpoint wa gat , ' f

d he vol inous wntlngs 0 I Ians r
council a similar perspective inforrne r e vo unu I f hd on exploring the"g or)' Ole
von Balthasar a Swiss priest who concentrate . . f, isibili ' the wntlngs 0 pope\'
Lord." Later it would come to much greater VISI I Ity 111

. C tholir:Th~/og"ms It--bldcn, MA
to. Fororientation, see Fergus Kerr, TUJe'1t,eth~Ce"tu;J' aL ht on Vati an OUIl 1111,"Tht"

Blackwell,2007). My account follows Jared Wicks, 5j," ew L~ghl on Vatican Council 11." TI,,.
, 09 28··dem "More 1& ". III"CatholICHistorical Review 92 (2006): 6 - ,1 .' "'Further Lighron Va[lcan Counel •

CatholicHistorical Review 94 (2008): 75-101; and Idem,
TheCatholic Historical Review 95 (2009): 546-69.
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J hn PJul1l and Benedict XVI. This point of view was progressive insofar as
It "hi rorical dev lopment as a potentially positive contributor to Christian
Joc.trlne and J It defined dogma in relationship to human consciousness and
the d veloprncnt of the per on. Bur from a Protestant point of view, ir could
I ) be c lied n ervative in stressing the scriptural foundation for dogma
nd ~ r preferring rhe early church fathers over doctrinal formularions from
Trent and the FIr r Vatican ouncil.
Thl JlrcrnJtive form of Vatican II "progressivism" was largely dominant

,n .. fltn~ T"~ ."rec/1I5m of the Catholic Church that from its publication
on 1m hJ defined rhe official dogma of rhe church. The Catechism is most
d, un Ii) eh lie J It in isrs on the essential role of the church-in-fellowship-
wuh-rhe-pope a central <0 all Christian faith and practice. The Catechism, in
ulhcr \\unJ " b)" n mans a Protestant document. Yet its consistent reliance -ok.

on rlplurc, It strong statements on justification and on faith, as well as
01 tr.1IJ,lton.l1 moral po inon defined an official Catholic theology closer to
n rm d\ '.lIed by figures like Marrin Lurher and John Calvin than anything
non atholi life mce the Reformation."
l nc importanr development ari ing from greater Catholic openness to other

noll oil tradmon ha been the Vatican's promotion of official dialogues with
In fl, rehgiou bodies. The rnosr notable fruit of those discussions was the
nnnlln ment b the ari an and the Lutheran World Federation in October
I rh I.' ub ranrial measure of official agreement had been reached on the
J( Irm of III IIIi .arion hy faith. Although ambiguity marked some aspects
f Ihe laCement. the romr committee declared that Catholics and Lutherans
ulJ "tee nn 1\\ c emials: God redeemed humans freely and only by his
c, nd red med humans properly re ponded to the reception of God's
e h> dom~ 11m work .
The nne unquc uoned development is that the Second Vatican Council

u hered in pcrrod of unusual movement and contention for the Catholic
Ilr h. Ik u of It very ize and global presence, what happens to the
th II hurch profound I)' affects the direction of Christian history in gen-

er l. It ,II probahl " noqulte many more years for observers to chart with
n ml Ihe n: ult of Ih un il. Yet for Catholics and all other Christian

I mil,..a CUh13tW from 3n evangelical perspective, see Mark A. Noll and
rom. I, ,Iv RrforHlOlI.oII Ol'er? All Evangelical Assessment of Contemporary

r~, ......'",um (,Und R~rnl Baker Academic, 2(05), 115-50.
tl\ Ire mit the: new thmgs promoted by the Council, see DavidG. Schul-

... " I),J :\n,rhmg HlJppe,.? (New York: Continuum, 2007); for the opposing
onllnuul. ~ f..l3nhew L. Lamb and Matthew Levering, eds., Vatican II:

T,oJJuJOn .'r\', 'ork: xford University Press, 2008).
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groupswith any connection to Catholicism, the econd Vatican ouncrl \\.
beyonddoubt one of the most important turning POint of recent hI lOr).

TheLausanne Congress on World Evangelization

TheLausanne Congress of 1974 did nOt arch the al 0. ope of the Sc ond
VaticanCouncil, but it did represent and stimulate important changes among

I ~s conservative OL evangelical Protestant. Although the congrc
. was focused on the specific task of world evangelization, the strategic con-
siderationsof its organization, the geographical range of 1£ more than 2,500
participants, the far-reaching concerns of its discus ions, and the (3\ rable
receptionaccorded its concluding statement (rhe Lausanne ovenant) luSn(y
consideringthe event as a parallel to Vatican 11.The ongre s and connected
eventsillustrated an important fact about recent hi tory; for a gr wing pro-
portion of the world's Christian population, informal organizations and ad
hocrelationships have increasingly acquired the kind of influence rhar \\J

oncemostly exercised by formal organizations and inherited, well-defined

relationships.
TheCongress on World Evangeli7.ation convened at the Palai de Beaulieu

inLausanne, Switzerland, on July 16, 1974." Its participant came from over
150countries. Delegates expected from the Soviet Union and hma were not
permittedto attend, but representative did make it from a few other ornmu-
nisrcounrries, such as Cuba. Fifteen hundred observers and reporter ensured
widecoverage of the event. The conference planners promoted a supen13tural
andGod-oriented vision of the Christian go pel aiming to sharply differenn-

h
. . f h W Id neil of hur he. whichate t err efforts from gatherIngs 0 t e or au '
. f II ., ... ed for [00 much emphasi onconservativeProtestants 0 a vanenes cn[lCIZ

h
. f . eople [0 hrisr. Yet about

t Is-worldlyconcerns at the expense 0, converting p
I I b rs of churches helonging

two-fifthsof the delegates were t rernse yes mCITI e
to the World Council of Churches. Over the ten days of the c nference, the

. " ., . A Challenge (rom E\·angehc:tl s," Tunt',
11 This account is drawn mostly from RehglOll. H' Yo' International Congr~ss on

5August 1974;J. D. Douglas, ed., Lc.t the Earth ':ear 'f. .o\~~~ldwldc Puhllc3tlOns,ICJ7.s);
World Evangelization, Lausanne, SWitzerland (Mlllne3P~ IS. S (New York' Will13mMer-
\,(~lliamC. Marrin, A Prophet with Honor: The BiII~ Gra ,;mo;~'?/IY Cr.:tbam ( an Francisco:
row,1991);Billy Graham, Just as I Am: The Allt.O~'Og~p S~ ". A Biography, \'01. 2. Tht' J..al,.r
HarperSanFrancisco, 1997); Timothy Dudley-Sml~ ,}o h 0 - Godly Amblt/ou: John Srou
Years (Downers Grove IL InrerVarsiry, 2001); Altster. a~maplll 2010- and 3 pecI31!tt:r1e
d h

' v k Oxford UnlVerslry ress, , • '. " h 35
all I e EvangelicaLMovement (New tor : . I H II I " of M,SSIonary ,.,,~s~Jrc.
f . h JflternatlOna II e J
o articles on me Lausanne movement 111 t e
(April2011), 59-92.
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~",~;;;:8Iohop;;;;-~A.JKk [);1m ffl. executive chairman, and Billy Graham (rl, honorary chairman, signtheir
oi"~ Covenant at the closing exercises of the International Congress on World Evange-

July 1S. 191.

del h rd ore of presentations that centered on evangelistic proclama-
II n, but ,h.;lt ~ll... br ad ned out into many other Christian concerns aswell.
The C'\ h).turc 10 convening the congress was the American evangelist Billy

• h m,H \\ J' ably a "ted by John R. W. Stott, a thoughtful English rninis-
I r "II II d alread . been at work for more than twenty-five years in strength-
nm the evan ell .11 wunes of the Anglican Church; Jack Dain, an energetic
n In'" h,,1' from u rraha, and Leighton Ford, a Canadian-born member
lhe 1I11h ,t.hJm vangelisric A ociation (BGEA). Before and during the
m I't1l ,101'1"\ nuons from Latin America, especially by Samuel Escobar,
ru'un vho \\~\ rh 11 serving 3S the director of Inter Varsity in Canada,

nd . R n....r.•d,ll ••• an icuadortan Baptist then working in Argentina with
t 1m rn 1100.11 J. 1I00nhll' of Evangelical Students, made a special impact
In r nJlIl~the "mitre,' agenda.

hc I Ion for the con gres was an outgrowth of Billy Graham's preach-
min rr mmug In 1954 with a well-received mission in London and
rour or ommcnral urope, Graham had devoted an increasing share
n h II Jmp.'gns to regions outside North America. From that

II the cnJ of h". live mmisrry, Graham regularly held at least three
f\ [\\0 )c.u\-and for some stretches an average of two or three
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peryeat-in these foreign venues." While many of these trrps were to Europe,
mostranged farrher-e-India for rhe first time in 1956; Africa and the Middle
Eastfor the first time in 1960; South America for the fir r time In 1962; South
Africa,Korea, and Brazil in 1973-74; and these were followed up by m.ln)
returntrips to such regions of the world. Beginmng in 19n with J tour to

~gaty, Graham als':J'assed through what was then known as the Iron
~.aiid...he returned repeatedly to Communist countric . Inaugural "'"
were to Poland in 1978, East Germany and Czechoslovakia in 1982, th O\"et
Unionin 1984, Romania in 1985, and the People' Republic of hma In 19
Over the course of the twentieth century, no one except the pop' of the

RomanCatholic Church symbolized the universality of hr;" ran Iairh for
morepeople than Billy Graham. Yet not even his warm t adrnirerv would
claimthat Graham always acted with complete wi dam in his travels out Ide
North America. He was criticized upon returning from his first trip to the
SovierUnion,for example, because of comments that exaggerated freed In for
thechurches in that country. But whatever his sins of ami sian or ornrnission,
Grahamaccomplished much and absorbed much as he traveled. Sometime,
he spoketo small groups and modest assemblies but often to record-bteakIng
rrowds.In proclaiming the message of new life in Christ where few believers
lived or in regions where regimes contested the churches, Graham saw fir-sthand
theneed for cross-cultural Christian fellowship and cooperation in the rasks
ofevangelism. During a period of history when Chri tianiry was exploding
throughout the world, Billy Graham became a unique point of reference, with
unusually wide recognition among believers of many varieties.
Under the sponsorship of Christianity Today magazine, but with funding

fromthe BGEA Graham had convened a similar, but smaller, meeting m Berlm, . .
inlate1966. This earlier convention was more distinctly Western 111Its per on-

I
.. '11' d 'ssionary task earned outne 1 with evangelism more or less Stl crewe as a rru

f . h f h arid Thi meeting heard
romEurope and North America to t e rest 0 t e w . .
f I b h D tch sutvt\"or of German
romthe Pentecostal faith-healet Ora Ro errs, t e u I

hi' F ncis Schaeffer, W 10 \'1.-a.,
death camps Corrie ten Boom, and t e apo oglst ra d
. . h United rates an promote

reSldmgin Europe but would later return to t e B I h.. d 1"' The presenter at er to \V 0
conservauvecauses III both theology an po IttCS. h S

f ld d L sanne was Jo n tort.
lVouldmean the most for what un 0 e at au .' E I ndI ' rer campaigns In ng 3 •
Stott, who had met Gtaham during the artet s ear I h' as the rector of

h d I d 1· I iction from IS post
a e a resurgence of evange lca conY 'd d the spark. d If Gtaham provl e '
All Souls Church, Langham Place, In Lon on. .bl S t contributed biblrcal
bl
· . d L ,e pOSSI e totpu lClty) and funding that Ina e ausa11l )

. G aham Just as 1 Am, 736-39.
14. A list of these crusades is found \11 r •
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Jcplh. cultural ensrriviry; and effective mediation. Already in a series of new
OI"Jot.1017..ltlOn within the hurch of England and in evangelistic missions at
un» r inc In Britain and abroad, Stott had displayed an unusual capacity to
hnk orccful wtrn ; to well-considered theology. In the partnership of Gra-
ham nd ron, the Lau anne meeting can be viewed as the climax of Anglo-
men n world c,-angelicalleadership_ Significantly, however, because both

le de poured great energy mto encouraging, training, heeding, and learning
from angelical in the Majority World, they made the Lausanne Congress a
mboh all rmportant rran ition where evangelical leadership began to shift

Cl ~rd, (ru: ••\ 13. and Latin America.
." n the Bcrlm meeting of 1966 and the Lausanne Congress of 1974,

rh (.uh.tm organrzanon hosted major regional assemblies in Singapore
(\ hnneapoli and Bogota (1968), and Amsterdam (1971)_ Even as
th • thcrrng rehear ed theologies for evangelism and explored practi-
• I mean for preadrng the gospel, they also began to push toward broader
unJn I ndllltt of \\hat rhe gospel entailed_ The meetings in Singapore and
110 • ~ r c ampl , heard from speakers who urged an evangelistic message
,h •• ,ddrc cd practical human needs as well as the need to be reconciled
""h (,0<1.

,r ham opened the 1974 congress with an address that defined "a time
m rk .I 1\\ 'lU'pa t of both promise and danger." The promise was "that
, '.\1 \\ork In.l remarkable way. ever have so many people been so open
I Ih ,0 rd." fhe dangers were famine, warfare, the occult, economic
un ttl mI. oJ m raJ br akdown. In response, "this Congress convenes to

mph "" tho c h,blocal oncept that are essential to evangelism," which
(,r h.m pelled OUl a the authority of Scripture, human losmess withour

n I. h Utln 10 hra t .:'lIone, the need to witness in deed as well as word,
nd th ... n c II) of evangelism." IOtt then took the podium to explore
1.111 II htnlt n fi\c key w rd : mission, evangelism, dialogue, salvation,
n on r tun.

III ,h or .ldd,.., both h d S . - -.... ra am an torr paused for self-CrItICIsm.Gra-
II( d th.u It had been too ea y for him "to identify the Gospel with

nc rolll' I pru~r.lIn r ulture. "16Storr admitted that "we have some
'10 fl.llll I II to learn f -. - - -.. r m our ecumel1lcal CrItIcs. Some of then reJec-
tion OUr lraun , n t a repudiation of biblical faith but rather of our

I•.rr rur f "" Th .' - ICit. e congress colltmued on with conslderab e

uu nflC')" 0 I.• In oug as, ut the Earth Hear His Voice, 22, 28.

• "11>c Ilobli<.1 B.a I or E,. I " -~ngc Ism, In Douglas, Let the Earth Hear His Voice,6).
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enthusiasm,but these realistic notes at the starr dam d hich h - pene t e triumphal. 10
towhi sue gatherings are sometimes prone.
Many important personal connections were made berw I. erwe n p enary Ion

andbehind the scenes. As one example j anani Luw • _, rum arne to L.4Jusanne
onlyone month after he had been consecrated as the A I- hb. . . ng ,can rc ish P
ofUganda. During his stay ill Lausanne Luwum en)'oyed a d I f., .' great ea 0 con-
versanonwith other evangehcalleaders from througho r rh A I· Idu e ng I an wor .
Burhealso asked to share a room wirh Stephen Mungoma, the head of a new
charismatic fellowship in his own country. Deliverance hurch ganda, 0

thathe might hear from this young leader about the a prranon of till new
church.Wichin a few short years, Luwum was killed by order of Jdr mill,
andMungoma was forced ro flee for his life into Kenya.
An especially important breakthrough at the congre s, which eventually

exerteda wide influence, was acceptance by most of the delegate that effort
atsocialjustice deserved a secure place alongside the most vigorous cvangeh rn.
Thisconviction had been gathering strength in Latltl America and In other
parts of rhe world. StOll, for example, had chaired an Angli an e,-angehcal
congressin 1967 that affirmed the necessity of this linkage_ But at Lau anne,
presentations by Samuel Escobar and Rene Padilla made the pamt WIth ,pec,al
force.As the historian Richard Lovelace ha summarized theor ontnbull '"
"A powerful impact was made by Latin-American repr enta[tve~who un\'clled
anEvangelical form of liberarion theology seeking to deal reah,tlcally w,th
theterrible extremes of wealrh and poverty existing in the ThIrd World, thc
disparity between American prosperity and mas rarvation elsewhere, and
thetendency of multinational corporations to reinforce these patterns our of
ablindconcern for profits. "18 Some Western mi ion strategists argued against
~vingup exclusive emphasis on evangelism itself, but a strong maJotlt) of the
participants agreed with tbe cautious statement that wa evenrually hammered

Out in the Lausanne Covenant.
This covenant emerged from hard work on a number of successi,-e draft,. A

withrhe documents of the Second Vatican Council, pre-congre s formularIon
weresometimes changed drasrically because of intervenrions from delegar ...
Thedifferences between Vatican II and Lausanne in their formal starement's,

h
. - f - C ns of hri tionlty. Where

owever,were characteristic 0 these contrasting Ion
theCatholic bishops labored for four years to produce documents rorahng
severalhundred thousand words, the Lausanne Congress, with a drafrdlll

g
. I I d the clock for ten a)'s

committee chaired by Stott, worked feverts"I y aroun
. _ / L -I: • An Evangelical Theology of R~"~tl.'.J1

18. Richard Lovelace, Dynamics of Spmtua "e .
lDownersGrove.1L: InterVarsiry, 1979), 380.
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The Lausanne Covenant

1M Aurhonry and Power of rhe Bible. We
«m thedtvine inspiration. truthfulness

<Illd authonryol both Old and NewTesta-
~\ ScnplUres in their entirety as the
onty written Word of God, without error

in all that II affirms. and the only infallibleOJ" of faith and practice. We also affirm
II,.pow<?< of God'sWord to accomplish
lobpurpose of salvation. The message of
r e.~lsaddfl!ssedloall mankind. For
God\ revelaoon ,n Christ and in SCripture
• unchangeable. Through it the Holy
Spinl>t.1I .pea today .... '

Tht Umquen~ss and Universality of
Chtht e affirm that there is only one
vlo< and only one Gospel. although

, l a wide diversity of evangelistic
pproKtws. We recognize thaI all men

some knowledge of God Ihrough
h I revel.tlon in nature. Butwe
dfny \ t thill can save, for men suppress
I~ lIUlh by the" unrighteousness. We
so l as derogatory to Christ and

Ih Go.pe1 ..v..ry kmd of syncretism
and d Iogu which Implies that Christ

..ally Ihrough all religions and
Ido.... og"'''' Je.us Ch"st. being himself
only God·man. who gave himself as
onty t n\Om for sinners. is the only

0< bel n God and man. There

t Utcnl nt f three thou and words. The result at Lausanne, as
to. the quotauons in the sidebar above affirmed traditional but nu-
JUOn on the: authority of cripture and on Christ as the only way

lion. 0 b.lt O'er, 131action led to a carefully phrased affirmation

is no other name by which we must be

saved .... 2

Christian Social Responsibility.We
affirm that God is both the Creator

and the Judge of all men, We therefore

should share his concern for justice

and reconciliation throughout human

society, and for the liberation of men

from every kind of oppression. Because

mankind is made in the image of God,

every person, regardless of race, reli-

gion, color, culture, class, sex or age, has

an intrinsic dignity because of which he

should be respected and served, not
exploited .... Although reconciliation

with man is not reconciliation with God,

nor is social action evangelism, nor is

political liberation salvation, never-
theless we affirm that evangelical and

socfo-poltnce! involvement are both

part of our Christian duty. For both

are necessary expressions of our doc-

trines of God and man, our love for our

neighbor, and our obedience to Jesus

Christ .... The message of salvation im-

plies also a message of judgment upon

every form of alienation, oppression

and discrimination, and we should not

be afraid to denounce evil and injustice

wherever they exist .... 3
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onlheimportance of seeking justice al ng rd effort at sn run Ihe I t
merelativebreviry of rhe Lausanne ovenant conrribut d to rh , •d I'
recognitionthe statement has received a, a defining rh olOW . \ I nd rd
theworld'smultitudinous evangelical, pietist, and "'<t.HI. n e' n ell \ I I

respectowedeven more to the care f tort and hI «,II. boraror In produ 111

astatementwith biblical balance, do trinal resrr.unr, and unu u 'all nuon
tothecancerns of participants from the lalotlr \Xorl.!

Alterthe congress closed, its work wa arricd n through .1 L,U .lnn
ContinuingCommittee chaired by Leighron "I, with orrfncd I'. I n h,
aGhanaianwho was then a pastor in airobi, Kenya, a the fir t Ull\:

secretary.This committee has been respon ible Sill e 1974 r ron rmg " vc·T
sixI)'regionaland topic-specific conferenc . These mallcr g, tbcnne ha,
beenheldin every region of rhe globe and have explore.! ,.\nl'eh m ,n on
nationwith young people, spirirual warfare, Jew. rhe Hoh I'ltll.l'r.l r,
diaspora,Muslims, human need, social responsibihr), cuhur.ll under t.lIl.!,ng,
andmanyother subjects. Two large a sembhc ,at M.llllia III 19 9 and ( \
Townin2011, were labeled Lausanne II and Lausannc 1Il a e ten loll of the

1174 gathering.
TireTienou, who was born in ote d'Ivoir and ha' led theo\ol\I<.lln II'

rutionsin Africa and the United States, artended all rhree maJ'" \U ann
gatherings.He has commented perceprively on rhcir rrength, alld \\ .Ikne
'The challenge for evangelicals is rhat everyone of rhe Lau allne C"nltn"
wasactually an ad hoc event. It wa organized for the o<:<a>lOIl. A .1 re uh.
wntinuitybetween the three is really difficult," espec,all)· when mpared to ,ho
organizationalconrinuity of the World ouncilof hurche ,'nd ,he a,hohe
Church.Yet recognizing that the congtesse ar made up of "ondlnduab. n I

d I
. h h "T· . concluded ,hat a 1"""1'0'" eegatesof our respective cure es, tenou

d h .. ant lake rhe ,pmt of
resultensues for "personal renewal" an w en parnclp
the event back to their home regions."

+ +
. f I com 3rison berween modern

Tienou)s commentary points toward frUit u ~ '13nd modern
Ro

h S nd Vatican un<1
manCatholicism as represented by t e ecO sented h) Lau'. vemenrs a repre

evangehcal and independent Protestant mo h h an institUtion,
I sed rhe c ur 3

sanne.Vatican lrs message of renewa sues
.' . .. T '""Y Magl1t."'~ (of Trulll)'

. GI b I Reconc,h'3.tlOn, r
19.Tite Tie-nOll ct aI., "Engagmg 0 '3.

International University), (Spring 2011): U-13.
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wuh J pccral emphasis on how the church's sacraments strengthen Chris-
uan hfc. Lauanne's message of renewal stressed the church as task-oriented
mohll1l3uon. with a pedal emphasis on individual commitment and in-
d1\ rdual a non. Both represented movement from traditional positions to
ro dcr cone pnon of rh faith-Vatican II by expanding attention to the
1 H nd cormng out learly for universal religious freedom, Lausanne by
Ir \\ mg c plawl) on Majority World insights and w-ming out clearly for the
nc n of 131 action to accompany evangelism. Because both gatherings
cook 1'1.1 c bcf re the full force of women's participation in public life had
rq:J rered, neither confronted the challenges to traditional ways that modern
end r crrcum ranee have posed for the church in both the West and the
"". of rh world. If b)' comparison to Vatican II Lausanne appears helrer-
cit r, compared (0 prevailing evangelical practices it represented a triumph
urg.3fU/.ulUnal coh sion. Viewed in world historical terms, the gatherings

r rr nrcd 1'''0 H:r. different strands of Christian experience moving in
I' r lIet, nnd pcrhap even Inching slightly closer to each other, as they faced
m of Ih major challenges of contemporary life. Whether or not respcn-
iblc Iud 01 .It the end of rhe rwenry-firsr century will identify the Second
II n )unu) and the Lau anne Congress on World Evangelization as the
e Utrl1ln~POint of the late twentieth century, both events will probably
1111den .. "d ancnuon as SIgnificant signposts in rhe ongoing history of the
( h" II n tauh.

• •
pos.I fe'sulU from large international gatherings like Vatican IIand Lausanne

1n\jt1d'll'Il9fof p'a~ and devotions among peoples. In recent decades that process

(l'.nslattOn of much traditional devotional material into languages for

......CM...."churchn. There has also been significant introduction into Western churches

And blurglM from the Majority World, The following prayer, which is from the
r I"mer n country of Belize, nicely illustrates the combined emphasis on

~:OfldIJ"~on Ith God and reconciliation with fellow humans that characterized the

doCU1~.m from V t n II and the Lausanne Covenant. It also speaks to conditions in

hHNltary Catholic population, a multiplication of Pentecostal and

a great deal of nominal and syncretistic religion, and a high rate
IOn- ry and tnOSllov1ng God,

your overflOWing love and infinite glory.
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Purify our hearts,
teachus how to love and forgive.
Pourdown on us the spirit of peace and reconciliation,

Challengeus to go out in service
to transform the world through self·renewat,
totransforrn suffering into commitment.,
to transform confusion into creativity,

to transform death into life.
Teachushow to proclaim the good news:
thatwe may be instruments of justice,
committed to peace and equality for all.
Teachus, your people, how to survive amid death by starvauon.

misery and destitution,
torture and disappearance.
Lord,sometimes our faith trembles.
Lord,sometimes it seems as though you have left us.

Lord,help us to trust you more
andto put our lives in your hands!
oGod of unceasing love,

to you be honour, glory and praise. Amen.-
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